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�x��read Bill 132, or the executive summary  at 
www.dogwatch.net/bill132.pdf 

�x��join The Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of Canada  by 
visiting their website www.staffordcanada.com for a 
membership application  or write to Belle Severn, 

�x��Visit www.staffordcanada.com/action.html to read the 
Club’s Anti-BSL Action Plan

�x��Donations accepted:

Mail your cheque to Belle Severn - Legal Defence 

Fund, c/o Belle Severn, 7339 Fourth Line Road, 

RR #4, Kemptville, ON  K0G 1J0

Purchase something at 

www.cafepress.com/sbtccldf

Or pay using PayPal—details available on our 

website. 

Visit our site  www.staffordcanada.com for more 

information. (Ebay auction coming soon).

H A S  A  B R E E D  B A N  
P R O T E C T E D  M E  F R O M  A  D O G  
B I T E  O R  A T T A C K ?

NO.  Breed bans are ineffective tools to reduce 

dog bites and attacks because you cannot profile 

a dangerous dog by breed. Dangerous dogs exist 

in every breed of dog.   There is no scientific data 

to supports the argument that one breed is more 

aggressive than another.

Less than 5% of dog bites in Canada are from "pit 

bull" type dogs.  Hence, 95% of dog bites and 

attacks are attributable to other breeds.

W H A T  H A S  B I L L  1 3 2  C O S T  
O N T A R I O  T A X P A Y E R S ?

It is estimated that the cost to implement Bill 132 

was $7.8 million or more. This figure does not 

include the cost to Ontario taxpayers when the 

legislation is challenged in court.

H O W  C A N  W E  R E D U C E  D O G  
B I T E S  A N D  A T T A C K S ?

There are effective ways to reduce dog bites and 

attacks.  Calgary, Alberta is recognized as having 

one of the most successful programs in the world.  

Its program includes strict licensing practices and 

higher fees for vicious dogs, stiff penalties for 

irresponsible owners and regimented 

enforcement.

Clearly, the Calgary model has proven to be 

efficient as there has been a steady decline in dog 

bites, attacks and property damage since its 

inception.
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W H A T  I S  B I L L  1 3 2 ?

Bill 132 is legislation made law August 29, 2005 

that  amended the Ontario Dog Owners’ Liability 

Act (DOLA) and the Animals for Research Act 

(ARA).  It introduced a breed ban on “pit bulls”,  

and “pit bull” type dogs including the American Pit 

Bull Terrier, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, American 

Staffordshire Terrier, Pit Bull and any dog 

resembling these breeds. (using the Canadian 

Kennel Club Breed Standards for the Staffordshire 

Bull Terrier and American Staffordshire Terrier)

M Y  D O G  I S  N O T  A  “ P I T  
B U L L ”  – H O W  D O E S  B I L L  1 3 2  
A F F E C T  M E ?

Bill 132 contains provisions that apply to all dog 

owners, regardless of breed of dog owned.  The 

following are of grave concern:

�x�� a reverse onus provision;

�x�� the broadening of search and seizure powers;

�x�� an exclusion of definitions for menacing 
behavior, bite and attack;

�x�� an exclusion of a “with provocation” clause;

�x�� a provision to expand the sale of family pets 
to research laboratories for experiments; and

�x�� an introduction of breed restrictions.

F R E Q U E N T LY  
A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

W H A T  D O E S  R E V E R S E  O N U S  
M E A N ?

Reverse onus means that an accused is guilty until 

proven innocent.  Under Bill 132, it means that any dog 

owner accused of owning a restricted breed will be 

deemed to own a restricted breed unless and until the 

dog owner can prove otherwise.

Reverse onus is a clear violation of basic Canadian 

rights and freedoms.  Reverse onus will result in the 

wrongful prosecution and punishment of many innocent, 

law-abiding Ontarians and the death of thousands of 

dogs on the basis of the a dog’s  appearance.

H O W  D O E S  B I L L  1 3 2  B R O A D E N  
S E A R C H  A N D  S E I Z U R E  P O W E R S ?

Under Bill 132, peace officers (which may include 

parking bylaw enforcement officers who have no 

knowledge of dogs or dog behaviour) can enter a 

person’s dwelling on hearsay, with or without a warrant, 

and use “as much force as is necessary to exercise any 

authority given by Section 14 or 15”.  This means that 

peace officers have the right to enter your home and 

shoot your pet, regardless of the dog’s breed, without 

conducting any investigation and without the dog ever 

having done anything wrong.

W H A T  I S  T H E  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  
“ M E N A C I N G  B E H A V I O R ” ?

There isn’t one.

W H A T  I S  T H E  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  
“ B I T E ” ?

There isn’t one.

W H A T  I S  T H E  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  
“ A T T A C K ” ?

There isn’t one.

H O W  D O E S  B I L L  1 3 2  P R O M O T E  
T H E  S A L E  O F  F A M I L Y  P E T S  A S  
R E S E A R C H  A N I M A L S ?

Any dog that is seized and subsequently declared a 

restricted breed, including a dog that simply looks 

like one, any dog that is found guilty of an aggressive 

act and any dog that is owner-surrendered may be 

sold to a laboratory for research.

W H A T  H A P P E N S  I F  A  D O G  I S  
D E C L A R E D  A  R E S T R I C T E D  B R E E D ?

Notwithstanding the grandfather clause that excludes 

dogs that were owned prior to implementation of the 

breed ban (August 29, 2005), any seized dogs which 

are declared members of a restricted breed will be 

destroyed, adopted to someone outside of the 

province, or sold to a research facility.  The 

government has not published the regulations to this 

proposed legislation, which may have more 

provisions.


